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UNITE.D STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
AND PAC I FIC OCEAN AREAS 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COW:UJJIDER IN CHIEF 
. '. 

CINCPAC- ClliCPOA PRELIMINARY- Pm'i-INTEF.HO.GATION R!1:PORT no . 75 

HOSHINO, Joichi 
<;: ,~:;~, J. ---­
~ J.. j .,..._ 

UNI T 

18th Infan~l"J Regiment, 
J rd Battalion, Infantry 
G~n Company , !fuadquartors 

1. 

RANK 

Superior 
Pr i vate 

DUTY PERFORHED 

Messenger 

PREAMBLE 

SERIAL NO. 

Cannot 
remember 

DATE .AND PLACE 
OF CAP'IURE 

25 July 1944 
GUAH 

FOH is 26 years old and unmarried . He has three br others and thr ee eis-<-ers . 
None of ·his brothers i s in the armed services at the present time, he thirucs . Be­
for e the war he lived at 8 HOU- MACHI, NI SHI- KU, NAGOYA SHI, AI CHI YJ.::N, and hel ncd 
in his 1utl".cr 1 s china (porcelain) exporting h.:!siness . He is a graduate of the 
OSAKA Foreign Langunce School (GAIKOK'JGO GAKKO), where he studied !Iindustani and 
English for three years . In all he hus hud 14 yeo.:rs of schooJ ing . 

Prn7 1 s military knorTledge is not extensive. His most inti.resting re:nar(.s ere 
recorded in Section 13 . PO\'! hns never shown t.he least inclinntion to withhold in­
formation, end he gives the impression of being open and reliable . The inforw~tion 
given here ney be considered to be t:1e fact:: o.s he remomhers them or his true 
opinion:J . 

2 . CHRONOLOGY 

1 Dec . . Ccnscripted into army ut NAGOYA. Trained there until Harch 194?. . 

End Llareh-'1~cnt to HftJTKm7, C[INA, and fought l7ith the lCth Ini'c.n:try Regiment , 10th 
Infa.'1.try Company as o. rifleman. 

2 Sept. Went to HAI CHENG (KAIJO :.J;. Jl~) , !.:.~NCHURIA, nit.'1 18th Infantry Rogi~ont 
for t r .::i.ining and mnneuver s . · 

20 Feb, 

23 Feb . 

29 Feb . 

Loft FUSAi! (r;hero unit had bone by tro.in) for UJINA . 

left UJI:1A, passing close £Y FIJSA1l , on S:..KITO .:ttRU, in convoy of three 
tro.nsportn (AKI HARU .::i.nd TOS.AN M.ARU) and throe escort ships, prosumnbly 
destroyers. 

S .. ~KITO ~.If.RU s>1nk betHcen FOP.:JC•Sil a.nd SAIPAN by U. ~ • submnrinc . AKI f..1ARU 
c.lso hit, slightly damaged. FOil was 'picked up l:y ·re of the escort ship:: 

4 J,inrch Landed SAIPJil: . Built fortifications. 

-1- CINCPAC- cn:cPOl1 POVI INT 1175 
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2, CHRONOLOGY (cont 'd 

1944 (cont ' d) 

7 May 

25 July 

Left SAIPAN for GUAH on small shi p carrying 3rd Battalion. Built 
fortifications at PI TI Tmm (:.iI HATO MACHI) . 

airrendered to U. S. Marines , 

3 , DETAI LS OF CAPTURE 

What r emained of POVI' s company (18th Inf. Regt. , 3rd Bn , , Inf. fun. Coy) 
withdrew to· ADBAYAN.A Mountain, which is about five miles due east of PITI , on 
the evening of 21 July. They wer e unable to take the guns with thorn. They had 
wat er but no food , and they had before them only the prospect of being exierminated. 
Therefore on 25 July , POW , vii th another member of his company , YOKOTA , Shohei , 
Leading Private , deserted and surrendered to U.S. Yarines . 

I. , ORGAN I7.ATION 

In the MARIANAS, POW belonged to the 18Ul Infantry Regiment , 3rd Battalion , 
3rd Infaut ry ilin Company . The 2nd Battalion , the 3rd Battalion , and the 
Comnunication Company went to GUAM. The 1st F.attulion never left SAIPAN, POVI 
thi nks , although it was also supposed to go to GUAi:!. The unit was at only abou t 
half strength because of casualties incurred \'Then the SAKITO nAm was sunk . . 
POW 1 s company was reduced to a strength of about 60 men , 

Each battalion consisted of three r ifle companies , On£ infantry eun 
company , one mortar company, and one riork company ( SAGYO CHU TAI --used flame 
throwers , set up barbed ~ire entanglements , etc . ) . 

POW 1s company was divi ded into six squads for the six guns that they had . 

The commandi.'1g officer of the 18th Infantry Regiment was Col. OHASHI , --- ; 
the commanding officer of the .3rd Battalion \7~S Jlo.jor YulUCKA, --- ; and the 
commanding officer of the 3rd Infantry Gun Company was TAKAHASHI , ~unji, 
2nd Lt , 

POW cannot recall the code number of the unit in the MARIAHAS. 

5. IDENTIFICATIOil OF OTHER UNITS 

POH belonged to the same regiment in HANCEURIA , rut there he 'belonged 
to the 10th Infantry Company (commanding officer--lst Lt. 1!ATSH.O'IO, Hiroshi) . 
The regiment consisted of tt:iree battalions ~nd a comr,-tunications company; and 
each battalion consisted of four infantry compa.nien , one heavy n=..chine gun 
company, and an infantry gun company. The co!'lpanies \'Jere organized into six 
barracks squcdn (NAIMUHA10 . This 11 tra:ining oreaniza.tion 11 , o.s the POH calls 
it, was chtlnged to 11 comba.t organization" wnen t•1e recirnent went to the 
HA.RIArAS, by eliminating one rifle COr:!?WlY and the machine gun company from 
each battalion. A wor}; co:nryany (SAGYO CI-lUTJ~I) was formod from the pcrconnel 
of V1ese two comranies; then the remaincer •ere apportioned among the remuin­
ing companies of "the batto.J.ion. POW at this time was tra11sferred to the 
infantry g.m company, althouEJihe 'fl~~ completely ignorant of h'tlns of tho.t 
size . 

The regiment was commanded °b'J Col. ISJ:II, Makoto , until 1943, then by 
Col. Y.ADOl_u\, -- - , and ffaalJy by Col. Oll.ASrII , --- • '.i'he I·lanchurian code name 
\7as :.!ANSHU 64 7. 

At HAI.CHENG there ware also a transport regiment (n~NSHU 71 000) 1 

- 2- cmCPAc- crncPOA POY/ INT #75 
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S. IDENTIFIC/•TION OF OTHER UNITS (cont 1 d) 

a field artillery regiment (YAHO) (Ht.~$HU 340), and a medical unit, 
aJ 1 of the 29th Division. POW thinks that all of these vrent to the 
lit.Hit.NAS. 

PO'J also gave the number Mi.NSHU 550 as that belonging to a 
higher echelon. He was not sure to what it belonged, but he knew 
that it applied to all the units at HlICHENG . It is perhaps the codt 
name of the 29th Division or that of the headquarters of the 29th 
Divjsion . 

The strength of the 10th :Infantry Regiment \"las about 1 , 500 men • • 
POW Cl'.n mal:e no reasonable guess as to the size of the transport and 

--~ field artillery regiments; but he says thn t they were considerably 
smaller than the 18th Infantry Regiment . 

QNIT / .. T LH~OY/JTG (RYOYO) 

T/.Kf.SHIM1\, Takcshi 

OH:~SHI' -----

1 
ISHII, I!akoto 

Kl.DO!'!., -----

YUKI OK/., -----

T!.KlH~SHI, Shunji 

Ml~TSU1IOTO, Hiroshi 

6 . 

POH kneu that the number of thQ infantr~· · 
regiment at Lil.OY!.EG was H!.NSHU 5?4. 
It \'las therefore the 38th Infantry Regi­
ment, 29th Division. 

IDEr-TTillQ:::'.r.ION_OF E~RSONJ.LITIES 

Commanding General, 29th Division 

Colonel , C 01n.tmnding Off iccr of tho 18th 
Infantry Regiment in thA H/.RI:.rr~s. 

Colonel, Commanding Off iccr of the 18th 
Infantry Regi~ent until 1943. 

Colonel, C om...'llanding Off leer of the 18th 
Infantry Regiment in 1943. 

Major , Commanding Officer of 3rd Battal­
ion, 18th Infantry RegimE"·nt . 

2nd Lt . , C om:nand ing Officer of 3rd Inf an­
try Gun Company , 3rd Battalion, 18th 
Infantry Regi~ent . 

1st Lt ., Commanding Officer of 10th In­
fantry Cocpany, 3rd Battalion, 18th Tur. 
Regiment . 

2~1.RTICUL!.RS OF POW's UNIT 

POVl's company had six Type 41 (1908) 75mm. mountain (infantry) 
guns . POW did not rcnember_ the typt: an~ caliber and had to get the 
information from YOKO'I'l., Shohei, a fellm"T POV: . 

On both S!.!Pt.N and GU/ .. M, POW ' s company built enplaccmcnts or 
pill- boxes for these guns . They were improvised and not of much 
value, says PmJ . The three which they built on S~IP~N were of the 
fol1ouing construction, about 10 ' by 13 1

, inside dimensions . 

gun 
re=

~-~ ,... --
- 'i : - --

- r,..r ! .---> I 
~l 

I ___ ,,. 

-·-· / 
------ e~th 

·"' 
log 
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Those· on GU!.M were essent·ially 'thC- same , but concrete was 
scar ce, and the pill- boxes vrere of even less value . The only differ­
ence in construction from that indlcated above is tho.t they v1Cre 
made vrithout rocks . The company built about 12 on GUlJI, but not all 
were finished . 

The guns could be depressed sufficiently to cover the beaches , 
and they had a lateral coverage of about 30°. 

POW was m~senger for company headquarters . He received orders 
from the battalion headquarters , took them to the company head­
quarters, and took orders to the various gun positions . There uas 
no telephone . If one squad \ras at too great a distance from company 
headquarters , it functioned independently . 

2· TRt. INING I.ND OPERl.TIONS 

The regiment had daily maneuvers in M:/.NCHURI.i\, and tv10 or 
three times a year there rras a long m,gn,guver las~·i.ng seven to ten 
days in the direction of LI:.OYf.NG (RYOYO ~~ p~), uhich was about 
50 milos away . - t 1/)l 

When POH v1as transferred to the Ii1fantry Gun Company he r1as 
given no formal training 1;1it~1 guns , and he did not CVt;.n knm"l the 
caliber or type . 

10 . TR.~.NSPOR7.'.TIOi'I I.ND cornruruct.TIONS 

The company had no tele1)hones . /.11 orders r10~·0 given by mes ­
senger . 

.J.l . DEFENSE§ 

See Section 7 for a description of gun emplacements built on 
GU/.f.i and S/.IP/.N. 

12 . ENKiY SUPPLIES 

On GU4~H , until thr: company had to retreat they had sufficient 
supplies . However, they ~ere sparing in their use of them because 
they did not knovr v1hcn they v1ould get more from J4\Pi.Ii . 

1 ~ . IiOR.'.LE ;Jm PP.OP!.G:.ND/. 

This POW seem$ cor.rnlctclv d<::-void of r1hat we think of as the 
usual Japanese militaristic attitudc-- thc attitude of 11BUSHID011 , of 
dying for the Emperor and of a sense of shDmc at being captured . 
He says he hated tho Japanese army, and he voluntarily surrendered 
to the /.mcrican forces . He v:as convinced that J l'.PAN nould lose the 
uar, and he reasoned that if he died he could be of no service; 
whereas if he surrendered , there was a chance that he could be of 
value . He is convinced that there uili be a great need in J~PAN 
after the war for people vrho understand /JiERICt. and v1ho arc pro­
J\merican. POW fulfills these qualifi·cations, he believes . One of 
his teachers in JJ.P:.N vras an / .. mcrican (Hr . Glenn SH!.W), and POW has 
greut admiration, he says for lmericans and /..mcrican democracy . 

Pm'/ had a good mind and expresses himself uell . He has been 
thinking a great deal , he says, about ~he causes of the uar , the 
post uar problom, the political sienif~cance of the Emperor , etc . 
He is perfectly capable of discussing ~he Emp£ror imp8rsonally . 
The Emperor is only a f igurchcad ( 11TENl iO TO IU MONO Hf. Kli.EB:.N D1~KE 
DESU"), ho says . He has no real pmrer :; and the government is uttel!J,y 

- 4- CINCP4\C- CINCP0/1. POW INT # 75 
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13. MORALE AtrD PROPAGA:IDA (cont 1 d) 
. , - , .. : ! .. .. ..! 

controlled at present by the . f.or.ces which caused this Viar. When 
asked who was responsible. for the ne.r; POW said both the capitalists, 
such as · the MITS!JI ·and the lUTSUBISHI·; and the mfli tar:~sts . He 
s eems to lean toward tne: view· that the capitalists are mainly rcspon: 
sible . and that they · drew' the anti-American militarists into their 
power and used them as tools~ (PO'i'f · insists µpon recognizing the 
fact that th.ere· arc good men as well as bad among the military .) 
At any ra.tc , the.s e g:roups · urged ·-;ar v!i th such fallacious r easoning 
as 11 HAKAI WA KEJIISETSU 1.JO UMU", which may be tr~nsla ted freely as 
"Destruction bears t}1e fruit of progress" . Witness (goes tho argu­
ment) greater TOKYO being built from the ashes of the eart hquake of 
1923. 

But POW is by no means of the opinion that the Emperor should 
be eliminated . He r easons that since the Emperor has no power, he 
therefore has no responsibility for this war . PO~ firmly believes 
that the Emperor is necessary to hold the Japane s e pe opl& together. 
The Emperor is of tremendous traditional significance; and POH does 
not believe that it would be possible to control tho Japanes e pe ople 
without him. They are not trained for fully democratic gove rnment . 
It would be a tremendous mist~ko to eliminate t he EmpGror, fo~ noth­
ing could be gained, and everything could be lost . Tho TAISHO 
emperor vras not very intelligent; neverthe l ess, the government was 
good . It would be possible for tho Emperor to be comple tely mad, 
and no harm would come of it because he would still provide t he . 
bond holding together the Japanese people . It is only nGcessary, 
then, to have in the government good leaders vrho are , like Prince 
KONOYE, intelligent, cultured, and pro- American. In short, POW 
has no quarrel with tho Emperor as a figurch:!ld or "signboard" (the 
Japanes e KA:IBAH li t crally means 11 signboard 11 ) . V/hen intcrroga tor 
pointed out that it might be argued that th divine signboard of 
the :Emperor offers an exc ellent screen for nationalistic and milita!'­
istic forces t o hide behind; he agreed in part; but still thought 
that it was only nece ssary to change the things for nhich the 
Eoperor stands--to have him controlled by forc es Tihich arc pro­
AmcricDn and not inimical to world peace . 

V/hcn asked what he thought would happen and h o,,7 tho Japanese 
people v10uld react if JAPAN 1.1erc invad ed, he s t nted positively that 
he believed tha t the pe ople •.-,ould arise and stop the ,·1ar before 
such a thing could occur . Furthe r bombing of JAPAN herself would 
forc e a surrender, he believes . · 

When asked whether AME.RICA · had any r osponsibili ty for the war, 
he r e served judgmunt, pleading lack of knowledge ; but h e agreed 
v1ith the interrogator that the imr.iediate responsibility certainly 
lay uith JAPAN . · 

Whon asked if he had beer. able to discuss such matters as those 
in JAPAN, h o said ubsolutcly not; had':ho done so h e:· would have been 
arrested. Yet he is of the opinion that the number of pe ople who 
hold similar ideas i s very large; in other words, that a latent lib­
eralism exists . 

POW obviously cn·j oyed the opportunity of oxpress ing himself, 
and v1hcn asked if h e could talk in the same ve in to other POWs, ho 
ans1.rnred that the r e was only one other POV! (YQKOT~\, Shohoi) uho hclc 
essentially the same vicus . It is at the moment impossible to dis ­
cuss those matters with the otlior POWs, but 'ho indicated t hat he be­
lieved that they wore gradually , be~inping to veer toua~d tho same 
at ti tudc . · · 
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l 'h_ ~JORALE 4\ND PTIOPli.G.AND/. (cont 1 d) 

POW has never seen J.merican propagandu leaflets, and had not 
heard of any on GUlM. Furthermore, he docs not believe that they 
would be effective for troops , because the officers could so easil y 
neutralize their C'ffect . Loudspeakers, hovrcver, could have u tre­
mendous effe.ct . (POW heard no loudspeakers on GUAM, but heard that 
there nere some) . POW recmmnends short sentences v1hich point out 
the rea l s i tua ti on and v .. hich malrn an immcdia tc emotional appeal, 
r athe r than a l ogica l , intellectual one . The follo~ing is an ex-
ample of what POV1 thoughtv10ul d be effective . (A transl ation fol ­

lous· Japanese text . ) 

11 TEI KO SHITE!'IO D,:IIB Dlh SliDE HI OHAETACHI HJ.. HOI Sl1RE'.i1E IRU. 
D!.NY/J<U Y/i. SHOKURYO MO NI.I DJ.RO . K/JIBUT/.CHI V!l. orJ.ET::CHI TO ISSHO 
NI IRU YJ• ? FUSHOSii/. WA T.\KTJSAtJ YI.SEN BYOIN NI SHUYO S!.RETE -IRU . 
SHINSETSU NI Y.:.IHO S!lRE1'E IRU NO 'r/O SHI NJ I NJ. I K/i.? 

11 T/.Tf.Kl.I NI Yli.BURET/~ NO ~·u. OM/.ET/\CHI NO SEKININ DE Wt. NAI . 
HORYO \14~ RIPP.~ NI SEKI NIN WO Hl.TnShITi\ MONO DA KJ~RA TEKI DE Wt. Nii.I . 
RIPPA NI KYUYO_Sl.RETE, SENSO Gt~ OWAREB:. TStni..l NI FO OYi.~ NI 1·0 KODOMO 
NI HO AERU Dt~RO . Tl.KUS/.N NO HORYO Gi\ l:.NSHIN SHITE, SENSO NO OWARU 
NO WO Ul'• TTE ORU . 11 

The preceding may be translated a.s fol l ous : 

"Resistance is useless . You arc already surrounded . Your 
food . ani ammunition arc gone, aren ' t they? Arc your l eaders ni th You? 
(Kf.MBUT/.CHI-officers and non- commissioned officers; PO'.V docs not 
mean tho leaders in JhPlN; he is alluding to officers deserting the ir 
men. ) Many of your v10unded are? being cared for in field hospitals . 
Don ' t you think that they arc being cared for considerately? 

1' It is not your responsibility that you were boateh in battle . 
A captive is one vho has admirably fulfilled his responsibility, and 
bocauso of that he is not an enemy (i . e ., thnrc is no reason to kill 
your selves; you have already done your duty . PO I vms not ir:iprcssed 
by interrogator ' s remark that the above sentence is ambiguous . He 
seems to think that it woul d be effective .) You will be provided 
vri th food and· clothing , and when the war is over, you _will sec your 
wi ves, your parents , and your childr en. Many captives are awaiting 
the end of the war without anxiety ." 

(Although the above seems to lack strength and conviction, it 
must be remembered tha~ it is designed for oral delivery , and that 
those who hear it are already in a mental state where that very com­
bination· of short statements with an emotional appeal, no m~tter how 
ambiguous or confused in lqgic, might be effGctive . ) 

c.oo..F...i.il..i.:J2A.J.J.:;.Al't.r;Tn _ POW believes on the other hand that propaganda 
leaflets could have considerable effect on 
civilians if they were available soon enough, 

preferably before tho invasion. He has offered to, and has, of his 
own volitionJ. written several examples which he believes would be 

·· effective . ~ccausc of space considerntlons , these are omitted . 
POW docs not believe that civilians would ·ever commit suicide 

of their own volition. If they s eem to have done so, it is because 
t~ey were ordered to do so or because they were killed to prevent 
their giving away valuable information. 

Mor ale at HAIC~NG was excellent . Quarters and food were very 
good . There \'las a movie at which ordinary domestic films and an 
occasional news r eel were sLovm. Troops had on<~ day of liberty per 
w·ook, and l eisure at night for. writing. letters, ~ tc . . Beer and SA.KB 
were available at the canteen. 
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1.b._IIORAL!LAND PROPAGAPDA..(_g_ont' d) 

Discipline r1as strict, and in battle arc;as it was alnost un­
bearable . The v1o!'st offenders, says POW, are those who have come 
up fron the ranks . 

POW expected good treatment from the Ar.:iericans , and he has not 
been disappointed . He has no complaints about his troatmont as ~ 
prisoner . 

1.2· WASTAGE AND CASUALTIES 

PO\/ confirms the reported sinl-::ing of the SAKITO ::ARU between 
SAIPAN and FOH!103A on 29 FebI"uary 1944 . Casual ties v10rc high , and 
the 3rd Battalion was reduced to approximately talf strength . All 
thC: guns .of PO\J' s company v;crc lost, and nc·:r ones had to be brought 
from JAPAN . . 

At the same time the AKI i.!ARU was hit by a torrcdo and slightly 
damaged . 

16. CIIBilICAL '. 7ARFARE 

-- POW has never hoard of poison gas (or e:ven tear gas ) being 
used in this war . His unit was equipp~d ~'Ii th gas masks, but the 
troops threu them away in order to eliminate the extra ucight . 

17 . ~ILITARY AN~ NAVAL BASES 

Append ix 1 i s a pJ.~n dravm by POH, of Hf.ICHEIIG o.nd of the 
military unit there . All military buildings \;ere of brick with cor­
rugated steel roofs except for tho warehouses, which vcr~ of rrood . 
The barracks of tho 18th Infantry Regiment had t10 stories; other 
buildings ;re re of one story. 

Thorc is no airf icld at nt.ICHErm. 

PO\'l docs not knm·r what uni ts '1ro n t H/~ICHENG no•:!, but believes 
that some have: been sent there from J :.P.\N • 

.At HAICEENG l:orean v10mcn were brought in a3 pros ti tutcs . The~· 
were examined for disease . Troops 1cr~ forbidden to go to tho civil 
ian houses of prostitution in the tm1n . 

-----The information herein has been obtained from Prisoner of ITar 
sources and must be judged accordingly-----
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APl ;:;r1orx l 

To ANSHAN (about 37 miles) 
---~---~---------~ ) -=--==-

Field 
.,..._ _ _, Art. (MANSHU. 340) 

Transport 
Regiment 
(A.h •• 3HU 7, 000) 

.N 

-- The informcitlon herein has been obtain.ct fr "l.!ll Prisoner of Har sources ar.d 
must lie juJged accordi!:·:;ly - - -
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