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URITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
AND PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS
HEADGJAR”ERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

CINCPAC-CINCPOA PRELIE;E&Eg'Pﬁﬂ-lNTERRDGATION REPORT NO. Zﬁ

NANE RANK SERTAL NO,
HOSHINO, Joichi f Superior Cannot

= R . Lo Private : remember

A
UNIT DUTY PERFORNMED DATE AND PLACE
OF CAPTURK

18th Infantry Regiment, ' Messenger 25 July 1944
3rd Battalion, Infantry GUAM

Gun Company, Headquarters
1, PREAVP

POW 4s 26 years old and unmarried, He has three brothers and three sisters.
None of -his brothers is in the armed services at the present time, he thinks., Be-
fore the war he lived at 8 HON-MACHI, NISHI-KU, NAGCYA SHI, AICHI KEN, and helped
in his father's china (porcelain) exporting husiness. He is a graduate of the
OSAKA Foreign Language School (GAIKOKUGO GAKXO), where he studied Hindustani and
English for three years. In all he has had 14 years of schooling.

POYW's military knowledge is not extensive., His most interesting remarks are
recorded in Section 13. POW has never shown the least ineclination to withhold in-
formation, and he gives the impression of being open and reliable. The information
given here may be considered to be the facts as he remembers them or his true
opinions,

2. _CHRONOLOGY

1941
‘1 Bec, . Conscripted into army ot NAGOYA. Trained there until March 1942,
1942

End lMarch-Went to HANKOW, CHINA, and fought with the 18th Infeniry Regiment, 10th
Infantry Company as a rifleman,

2 Sept. Went to HAICHENG (KALJD 34 }A%), MANCHIRIA, with 18th Infantry Regiment
for training and maneuvers. -

- 1944
20 Feb, Left FUSAN (where unit had gone by train) for UJINA,

23 Feb., Left UJINA, passing close by FUSAN, on SAKITO [{ARU, in convoy of three
transports (AKI MARU and TOSAN MARU) and three cscort ships, presumably
destroyers.

29 Feb. AKITO IARU sunk between FORMOSA and SAIPAN by U.S. submarine, AKI MARU
also hit, slightly demaged. POW was picked up h@ one of the escort ships

4 Mareh Landed SATPAN, Built fortifications.

e CINCPAC=-CINCPOA FOW INT #75
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CHRONOLOGY (cont'd) 1 ’ |

1944 {cont'd}

! 7  May  Left SAIPAN for GUAM on small ship carrying 3rd Battalion, Built
fortifications at PITI Town (MINATO MACHI),

25 July Surrendered to U.S, Marines,

3. DETAILS OF CAPTURE

What remained of POW's company (18th Inf., Regt., 3rd Bn., Inf, Gun Coy)
withdrew -to  AOBAYAMA Mountain,which is about five miles due east of PITI, on -
the evening of 21 July, They were unable to take the guns with them, They had
water but no food, and they had before them only the prospect of being exterminated,
Therefore on 25 July, POW, with another member of his company, YOKOTA, Shohel,
Leading Private, deserted and surrendered to U.S. Marines.

be ORGANTZATICN

In the MARTANAS, POW belonged to the 18tk Infantry Regiment, 3rd Battalion,
3rd Infantry Gun Company. The 2nd Battalion, the 3rd Battalion, and the
Comminication Company went to GUAM. The lst Battalion mever left SAIPAN, POV
thinks, although it was also supposed to go to GUAM. The unit was at only about
half strength because of casualties incurred when the SAKITO HMARJ was sunk,
POW's company was reduced to a strength of about 60 men,

: " Bach battalion consisted of three rifle companies, one infantry gun
company, one mortar company, and one work company (SAGYC CHUTAI =-used flame
throwers, set up barbed wire entanglements, etc.).

POW's company was divided into six squads for the six guns that they had,

The commanding officer of the 18th Infantry Regiment was Col, OHASHI, =--;
the commanding officer of the 3prd Battalion was Major YUXKICKA, ---; and the
commanding officer of the 3rd Infantry Gun Company was TAKAHASHI, Shunji,
2nd Lt,

POW cannot recall the code number of the unit in the MARTANAS,

5. IDENTIFICATION OF OTHER UNITS

POW belonged to the same regiment in MANCHURIA, but there he belonged
to the 10th Infantry Company (commanding officer--lst Lt, HATSUMOTO, Hiroshi),
The regiment consisted of three battalions and a communications company; and
each battalion consisted of four infantry companies, one heavy michine gun
company, and an infantry gun company, The companies were organized into six
barracks squads (NAIMUHAN), This "training organization®, as the POW calls
it, was changed to "combat organization" when the regiment went to the
MARTAVAS, by eliminating one rifle company and the machine gun company from
each battalicn, A work company (SAGYO CHUTAI) was formed from thie personnel
of these two companies; then the remainder were apportioned among the remain-
ing companiesz of the battalion. POW at this time .was transferred to the
infantry gun company, althoughhe was completely ignorant of guns of that
gize,

The regirent was commanded by Col. ISHIT, Makoto, until 1943, then by
Col. KADCNA, =--, and finally by Col. OiiASHI, ===, The Manchurian code name
was MANSHU 647. '

At HAICHENG there were also a transpert regiment (MANSHﬁb7,000),

2= CINCPAC-CINCPOA POW INT #75
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5, IDENTIFICATION OF OTHER UNITS (cont'd)

a field artillery regiment (YAHO) (MANSHU 340), and a medical unit,
all of the 29th Division. POW thinks that all of these went to the
MARIANAS.

POW also gave the number MAINSHU 550 as that belonging to a
higher echelon. He was not sure to what it belonged, but he knew
that it applied to all the units at HAICHENG. It is perhaps the code
name of the 29th Division or that of the headquarters of the 29th
Division.

The strength of the 18th Infantry Regiment was about 1,500 men,.
POW cen male no reasonable guess as to the size of the transport and
field artillery regiments; but he says that they were considerably
smaller than the 18th Infantry Regiment.

UNIT AT LIAOYANG (RYOYO) POW knew that the number of the infantry-
regiment at LIAOYLNG was MALNSHU 574.
It was therefore the 38th Infantry Regi-
ment, 29th Division.

6, IDENTIFIC.TION OF PERSONLLITIES

TLKASHIMA, Takeshi Commanding General, 29th Division

OHASHI, ====- Colonel, Commanding Officer of the 18th
: . Infantry Regiment in the MARILNAS.
ISHII, lakoto Colonel, Commanding Officer of the 18th

Infantry Regiment until 1943.

KADOIL, ====- Colonel, Commanding Officer of the 18th
Infantry Regiment in 1943.

YUKIOKL, =w==- Major, Commanding Officer of 3rd Battal-
ion, {8th Infantry Regiment.

TAKAHASHI, Shunji 2nd Lt., Commanding Officer of 3rd Infan- —
: try Gun Company, 3rd Battalion, 18th
Infantry Regiment.

MATSUNOTO, Hiroshi 1st Lt., Commaending Officer of 10th In-
fantry Company, 3rd Battalion, 18th Inf.
Regiment.

7+ PLRTICULARS OF POW's UNIT

POW's company had six Type 41 (1908) 75mm. mountain (infantry)
guns, POW did not remember_the type and caliber and had to get the
information from YOKOT.A, Shohel, a fellow POW.

On both SAIPAN and GUAM, POW's company built emplacements or
pill-boxes for these guns. They were improvised and not of much
value, says POW, The three which they built on SLIPAN were of the
following construction, about 10' by 13', inside dimensions.,

e concrete el

. ~ e b J
,,—-ﬁ\\ P log SOem,
gun — - e Nl {’ /" i ma___rocks |
- i 11 ——
{..._. D /"—’“—' \
T n earth ; 1_31“
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7. PARTICULARS OF POW's UNIT(cont'd)

Those on GUIM were esoentially the same, but concrete was
scarce, and the pill-boxes were of even less value, The only differ-
ence in construction from that indicated abowe is that they were
made without rocks, The company built about 12 on GUAM, but not all
were finished.

The guns could be depressed sufflclently to cover the beaches,
and they had a lateral coverage of about 30°%.

POW was meesenger for company headquarters, He received orders
from the battalion headquarters, took them to the company head-
quarters, and took orders to the various gun positions, There was
no telephone. If one squad was at too great a distance from company
headquarters, it functioned independently.

9. TRAINING LND OPERATIONS

The regiment had daily maneuvers in MANCHURIA, and two or
three times a year there was a long mancuver lasting seven to ten
days in the direction of LILOYANG (RYOYO lJ '?G), which was about
50 miles away.

When POW was transferred to the Infantry Gun Company he was
given no formal training with guns, and he did not even know the
caliber or type.

10, TRANSPORT.TION AND COMMUNICATIONS

The company had no telephones. All orders were given by mes-
SENger.

1l. DEFENSES

See Section 7 for a description of gun emplacements built on
GULII and SAIPLN,

12, ENENY SUPPLIES

On GUAM, until the company had to retreat they had sufficient
supplies. However, they were sparing in their use of them becszuse
they did not know when they would get more from JLAPAN.

13. MORALE 4ND PROPAG.LNDA

This POW secems completely devoid of what we think of as the
usual Japanese militaristic attitude--the attitude of "BUSHIDO", of
dying for the Emperor, and of a sense of shame at being captured.
He says he hated the 5apancse army, and he voluntarily surrendered
to the American forces. He was convinced that JAPAN would lose the
war, and he reasoned that if he died he could be of no service;
whereas if he surrendered, there was a chance that he could be of
value. He is eonvinced that there will be a great need in JALPAN
after the war for people who understand AMERICA and who are pro=
American., POW fulfills these qualifications, he believes, One of
his teachers in JAPLN was an American (Mr. Glenn SHAW), and POW has
great admiration, he says for Americans and American democracy.

POW had a good mind and expresses himself well. He has been
thinking a great deal, he says, about -the causes of the war, the
post war problem, the political significance of the Empcror, ctce.

He is perfcctly capable of discussing the Empgror impersonally.
The Emperor is only a figurchead ("TENEO TO IU MONO Wi KAMBAN DLAKE
DESU"), he says. He has no real powerj; and the government is utterly

-4-  (CINCPAC-CINCPOA POW INT #175
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controlled at preseht by the! forces whlch caused- this war. When

asked who was responsible’ for’ the war, POW said both the capitalists

such as the MITSUI ‘and the'MITSUBISHI, and the militarists, He -

seems to lean toward the' view that the capitalists-are mainly respon

sible:and that they'drew’ the anti-American militarists into their

power and used them as tools. ' (POW-insists fipon recognizing the

fact that there are good men as well as bad emong ' the military.)

At any rate, these groups urged war with such fallacious reasoning

as "HAKAI Wﬁ KENSETSU WO UMU"., which may be trznslated freely as

"Destruction bears the fruit of progress". Witness (goes the argu-

‘ %Sgt) greater TOKYO being built from the ashes of the earthquakc of
3. i

But POW is by no means of the opinion that the Empcror should
be eliminated. He reasons that since the Emperor has no power, he
therefore has no responsibiliiy for this war. POV firmly believes
that the Emperor is necessary to hold the Japanese people together.
The Emperor is of tremendous traditional significance; and POW does
not believe that it would be possible to control the Japanese people
without him. They are not trained for fully dcmocratic government.
It would be a tremendous mistake to eliminate the Emperor, for noth-
ing could be gained, and everything could be lost. The TAISHO
empcror was not very intelligentj ' nevertheless, the government was
good. 1t would be possible for the Emperor to be completely mad,
and no harm would come of it because he would still provide the
‘bond holding togethcr the Japanese people. It 1s only necessary,
then, to have in the government good leaders who are, like Prince
; KONOYE, intelligent, cultured, and pro-American., In short, POW
has no quarrel with the Emperor as a figurchead or ""1gnboard" (the
Japanese KAMBAN literally mecans "signboard"). When interrogator
pointed out that it might be argued that the divine signboard of
the Emperor offers an excellent scrcen for nationalistic and militar
istic forces to hide behind; he agreed in part; but still thought
that it was only nccessary %o change the things for which the
Emperor stands--to have him controlled by forces which are pro- .
American and not inimical to world peace.

S

When asked what he thought would happen and how the Japanese
people would react if JAPAN were invaded, he stated positively that
he believed that the people would arise and stop thc war before ~
such a thing could occur. Further beombing of JAPAN heraclf would
force a surrender, he belicves,

When asked whether AMERICA © had any responsibility for the war,
he reserved judgment, pleading lack of knowledge; but he agreed .
with the 1nterrogator that the immediate respon51b11ity ccrtainly
lay with JAPAN.

: When asked if he had been able to discuss such matters as thesc

in JAPAN, ho said absolutely not; hadhhe ‘done so he would have been
arrestcd. Yet he 1s of the opinion that the number of people who
hold similar ideas is very largc, in other words, that a latent 1ib-
eralism exists.,

POW obviously &enjoyed the opportunlty of cxpressing himself,
and when asked if he could talk in the samé vein to other POWs, he
answered that therc was only one other POW (YOKOTA, Shohei) who helé
essentially the same vicwse It is at the moment® impossible to dis-
cuss thosc matters with the other POWs, but ‘he indicated that he be-
lieved that they were gradually beginnlng to veer toward the ‘same
attitude. :

-
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13, MORALE AND PROPAGANDA (cont'd)

POW has never seen American propaganda leaflets, and had not
heard of any on GUAM. Furthermore, he does not believe that they
would be effective for troops, because the officers could so easily
neutralize their effect. - Loudspeakers, however, could have a tre-
mendous effect. (POW hcard no loudspeakers on GUAM, but heard that
there were some). POW recommends shortisentences which point out
the real situation and which make an immediate cmotional appeal,
rather than a logical, intellectual onee. The following is an ex-

ample of what POW thoughtwould be effective. (A translation fol-
lows® Japanese text.)

MTEIKO SHITEMO DAME DA. _SUDE NI OMAETACHI WA HOI SARETE IRU.
DANYAKU YA SHOKURYO MO NAI DARO. KAMBUTACHI WA OMAETACHI TO ISSHO

NI IRU KA? FUSHOSHA WA TAKUSAN YASEN BYOIN NI SHUYO SARETE IRU.
SHINSETSU NI KAIHO SARETE IRU NO WO SHINJINAI KA? g

"TATAKAT NI YABURETA NO WA OMAETACHI NO SEKININ DE WA NAI.
HORYO Wi RIPP4 NI SEKININ WQ HATASHITA MONO DA KARA TEKI DE Wi NAI.
RIPPA NI KYUYO_SARETE, SENSO G4 OWAREBA TSUMA NI 110 OYA NI 110 KODOMO
NI MO AERU DARO. TAKUSAN NO HORYO GA ANSHIN SHITE, SENSO NO OWARU
NO WO MATTE ORU,"

The precceding may be translated as follows:

_ "Resistance is uscless. You arc already surrounded. Your

food ard ammunition are gone, aren't they? Are your leadcrs with Yyou?
(KAMBUT/LCHI-of ficers and non-commissioncd officers; POW docs not

mean the leaders in JAPAN; he is alluding to officers deserting their
men.) Many of your wounded are being cared for in ficld hospitals.
Don't you think that they are being carcd for considerately?

"It is not your responsibility that you werec beateh in battle.
A captive: is one who has admirably fulfilled his responsibility, and
because of that he is not an encmy (i.e., there is no reason to kill
yourselves; you have alrcady done your duty. POW was not impressed
by interrogator's remark that the above sentence is ambiguous. He
. seems to think that it would be effective.) You will be provided
with food and clothing, and when the war is over, you will see your
wives, your parents, and your children. Many captives are awaiting
the end of the war without anxiety."

(Although the above seems to lack strength and conviction, it
must be remembered that it is designed for oral delivery, and that
those who hear it are already in a mental state where that very com-
. "bination of short statements with an emotional appeal, no matter how
- ambiguous or confused in logic, might be effective.)

PROPAGs DA LBAFLETS POW believes on the other hand that propaganda
leaflets could have considerable effect on
civilians if they were available soon enough,

preferably before the invasion. He has offered to, and has, of his

own volition, written several examples which he believes would be

“effective, éeoause of space considerations, these are omitted.

POW does not beliecve that civilians would ever commit suilcide
of their own volitions If they seem to have done so, it is because
they were ordered to do so or because they were killed to prevent
their giving away valuable information.

Morale at HAICHENG was excellent. Quarters and food were very
good. There was a movie at which ordinary domestic films and an
occasional newsreel were showns Troops had one day of liberty per
week, and leisure at night for writing letters, etc.. Beer and SAKE
were available at the canteen.,

‘af=  CINCPAC=-CTINCPOA PO INT #75
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* 13. IMORALE_AND PROPAGANDA(cont'd)

Discipline was strict, and in battle areas it was almost un-
bearable. The worst offenders, says POW, are those who have come
up from the ranks.

POW expected good treatment from the Americans, and he has not
been disappointed. He has no complaints about his treatment as a
prisoner,

15, WASTAGE_AND CASUALTIES

POW confirms the reported sinking of the SAKITO IARU between
SAIPAN and FORMOSA on 29 February 1944, Casualties werc high, and
the 3rd Battalion was reduced to approximately half strength. All
the guns of POW's company were lost, and new ones had to be brought
from JAPAN,

At the same time the AXI MARU was hit by a torpedo and slightly
damaged.

16. CHEMICAL TJARFARE

, POW has never heard of poison gas (or even tear gas) being
used in this war. His unit was equipped with gas masks, but the -
troops threw them away in order to eliminate the extra weight.

17. MITITARY AND NAVAL BASES

Appendix 1 is a plan drawn by POW, of HAICHENG and of the
military unit there. All military buildings were of brick with cor-
rugated steel roofs except for the waruhousos, which were of wood.
The barracks of the 18th Infantry Regiment had two storics; othcr
buildings were of one story.

There is no airfield at HAICHENG.

POW does not know what units sre at HAICHENG now, but believes
that some have been sent there from JAPAN.

21. MISCELLAKEOUS

At HAICHENG Korean women were brought in as prostitutes. They
werce examined for disease. Troops were forbidden to go to the civil
ian houses of prostitution in the town.

----- The information herein has bcen obtained from Prisoncr of War 4
L : sources and must be judged accordingly=====-
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~== The informstion herein has been obtained from Prisoner of VWar sources and
must be judged accordiugly =--—
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