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1. Informant ie Harry Moon Si1l Jim (Japanese name OKAMOTO)

who claime to be Eorean by birth, and to have gone to
Hehiolulu in 1925, where he was educated at Iolani School.

He returned to Korea in 1933. He is the elected president
¢f the Kornan National Association deseribed below.

When Japan declared war she mobilized Koreans and utilized
gome as guards of prisoners ¢f war. Korean guards were not
in the Army, but attached as civilian employecs. Their pay i
was Siamese baht 120 per month, of which only Baht 20 was
recelved by them, the balance being withheld by the Japanese.
During the latter rart of August 1945 Koresn guards were
diemisced by the Japanese, and ars now endeavoring to gain
favor with the Allies end have fTormed the "Korean National
Association,” which is intended To cooperate with the Allles.
This Assoclation hopes to beceme the National Korean Army,
which the leaders say, wishes to ally itself with the other
Allled armies.

A thousand or more guards were aen? to Siam, and loecated
in the prisoner of war camps geattered along the line of
the Burma=8lam Roilway. Tho guaxds were considered as
inferior to the lowest Jepansse soldier, and wers soverely
handled by the Japanese and frequently beaten, Living
condition were dirffleult and the guards were very unhappy,
gome Thirty egcap ed during the 1asgt slx months (I the war.

AllL puaprde did not xoceive the came pay, ac g partioulariy
satisfacliory guard's pay was raised. 0Of the Baht 120 average
pay, 80 was wilthheld and sent to the man's family in Korea
and 20 depoelted in the Japanese Field Army Fost Offige.

At the Time of @ischarge the guards were given Baht 200

and on 4 Ceptember Baht 150 of the money deposited in the
Field Post Office was glven each man.

As they were stranded with 1ittle money and no transportation
back to Korea they endeavored to gain Allied favor, in order
to obtain food and transvori, aid so organized the Korean
National Association. Twoc Korean representatives from each
camp were gent to Pangkok, where on 4 Septembsr they elected

¢fficors and formally organized the Association. The list
‘of olooted officials follows: :
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Pregident Harry Moon Jim
Vice President Ikhyim Lee
Department of Interior Chongmyung Lee
Department of Foreign Affailrs Yengchin Kim
Department of Finance Yongkee Paik
Department of Communications Yongkap lLee
Department of Dgolarations Youngchan Kho
Department of elfars Pumsung Whong
Department of Superintendance Zelkee Park
Department of Education Chongtal Kim

Each camp contributed a gum of money €0 finance thé Assoclation;

and each was to organize it uelf and be under a Commanier and
Asgistant Commandez. It is hoped by the Association that

they could shortly Transform themgolvee inte a National Korean Ammy.

The Eoreane upcountzy were concentrated by the Slamese Police

~Anteertain areas, while at date of report those in Bangkok

wore still dlspersed aboul the clty, although plans had
been made %o ooncentrate the one hundred and fifty Korean
Guards in the oity in a single place.

Many of the Kereans are guilty of serious war orimes, and
on the whole they mistmafed and unnegesgarily tormented the
priscners of war.

At the date of repoxrt the Rorsans in Slam numberad as follows:

ox-prisoner of war guards, 150 in Bangkok 200

soldiers in the regular Japanesse Aramy 5,000

prostitutes with the Japanese troops in Siam 1,500
:1!00
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